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Program 


1. Flashbacks 


Julian Cruz 

Juri Yun - Guitar 


2. Horroresque 


Brooklynn Whidden 

Brooklynn Whidden - Piano 


3. Three Duets for Jazz Piano and Tenor Noah Franche-Nolan 

Saxophone Noah Franche-Nolan - Piano 

I - Moderato Harrison Argatoff - Tenor Saxophone 

II - Presto 

III - Chorale 


- INTERMISSION - 


1. Robodance 


Kai Leung 

Benjamin Gabbay - Piano 


2. Tap and Tango 


Shreya Jha 

Grace Lee - Cello 
Jasmine Ng - Tap 
Shreya Jha - Piano 


3. Poem from the Song Dynasty Die Lian Hua Kevin Zi-Xiao He 

Yiping Chao - Soprano 

Kira Shiner - Oboe 

Erick Oliver Wawrzkiewicz - Violin I 

Thea Coburn - Violin II 

Clara NguyenTran - Viola 

Benjamin David Louwersheimer - Cello 

Hui Chao - Piano 

Kevin Zi-Xiao He - Conductor 



Biography & Program Notes 


Flashbacks - Julian Cruz 

Flashbacks is a piece that evokes various emotions by depicting the different memories one 
remembers - from happy to sorrowful memories. This piece brings one through a narrative of 
someone who looks back on their life, with contrasting sections in the music relating to the 
atmosphere of each flashback. The music incorporates jazz and classical influences, and combines 
them to create non-functional, yet fitting sonorities. 

Julian Cruz is a 19-year-old composer from Napa, California, USA, studying at U of T. He is currently 
studying with Prof. Eliot Britton. 


•kick 

Horroresque - Brooklynn Whidden 

Horroresque is the end result of a timbral study I performed with the piano. I was particularly 
interested in the sustain pedal and how it could be used to manipulate timbre. The padded bars that 
mute the strings are not created perfectly, so each bar comes into contact with its string at a slightly 
different time. By releasing the pedal very slowly and carefully, the strings sing and buzz seemingly 
at random as the notes disappear. Another thing the pedal can do is create what I call a 'reverse 
attack:' the initial 'strike' attack seems to repeat at the note's death. I also make use of several other 
non-standard playing techniques, including pizzicato and harmonics, among other inside-the-piano 
techniques. The overall result is full of tension and subtle shifts of colour, reminiscent of a horror or 
psycho-thriller movie soundtrack. 

Brooklynn Whidden is in his fourth year undergraduate student studying composition, and has studied 
with James Rolfe and Roger Bergs while at University of Toronto. 
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Three Duets for Jazz Piano and Tenor Saxophone - Noah Franche-Nolan 


Three Duets for Jazz Piano and Tenor Saxophone explores the intersection between composed 
music and improvisation. The pieces were originally compositional etudes by Noah. Through Noah's 
and Harrison's colaboration, the two musicians have found a way to intertwine improvised moments 
into the composed music. 

Noah Franche-Nolan is a jazz pianist, improviser, composer, and ensemble leader. He currently 
resides in Toronto while completing his degree in Jazz Comprehensive and Classical Composition as 
a student of David Braid's at the University of Toronto. As a pianist, Noah is known for contributing his 
creative musical personality to various modern jazz ensembles, such as Harrison Argatoffs Quartet 
and Patrick Smith’s Quartet. He is also an active member of “Movemuse”: an improvised and cross- 
disciplinary music and dance ensemble. He has recently recorded a Debut EP for Hinterland; a 
collaborative project with Jazz Vocalist and Composer Brooklyn Bohach for String Quartet, Voice, and 
Piano. Noah has performed at the Toronto Jazz Festival, The Ottawa Jazz Festival, The Halifax Jazz 
Festival, and the Port Hope Jazz Festival. 


Robodance - Kai Leung 

Robodance uses harmony and structure inspired by Alberto Ginastera. The piece is in the form ABA, 
with the sections separated by distinct rhythmic accompaniments. The thematic inspiration for this 
piece comes from robots that are more akin to Eve from Wall-E than robots like Wall-E. 

Kai Leung is a second year undergraduate student at the University of Toronto. He currently studies 
composition with Dr. Rapoport, and has studied in the past with Larysa Kuzmenko. 





Tap and Tango - Shreya Jha 


Tap and Tango serves as a metamorphosis of two dance styles that one would not usually associate 
with one another. It is functionally a tango with tap as the rhythmic accompaniment. 

I have learned very little tap, but when I did learn it, I would pick up the moves by listening to the 
rhythms the shoes made rather than learning the physical movements. This made me think of the 
concept of tap shoes as a musical instrument, especially in a piece already inspired by dance styles. 
In this piece, I wanted to achieve a contrast of lyrical and more upbeat dance rhythms, thus I have 
two main themes that are juxtaposed at the end. I play with ideas of staging and performance within 
music by using some minimal theatre and dance. 

Shreya Jha is a 19 year old composer in her second year at the University of Toronto, pursuing both 
composition and neuroscience. She studies with Roger Bergs. 

The Scarborough Philharmonic Orchestra has twice commissioned Shreya in both their 2015-2016 
and 2016-2017 seasons. Her pieces have been featured on Et Lux Radio's Emerging Composers 
special. In March 2017, the Gryphon Trio premiered her piece at their Trinity College coffeehouse. 
She is also an active composer and musician in University of Toronto Theatre. Shreya is the recipient 
of both the University of Toronto’s Glenn Gould Scholarship and the Gwendolyn M Grant Scholarship. 
Shreya has been playing piano for fourteen years, violin for ten years, and viola for four years. She 
received her Associate of the Royal Conservatory (ARCT) in piano performance with honours in June 
2016. She is a violist in the University of Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 
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Poem from the Song Dynasty Die Lian Hua- Kevin Zi-Xiao He 

Poem from the Song Dynasty, “Die Lian Hua”, is my first art song, setting an classical Chinese poem 
from the Song Dynasty (11th century). The soprano, who co-commissioned this piece with the 
Scarborough Philharmonic Orchestra, is my mother Yiping Chao. The poem "Die Lian Hua" is a 
celebrated masterpiece by Ou-Yang Xiu (1007-1072). In fashion with the dominating expression of 
subtly in classical Chinese poetry, it expresses intense emotions and even critical social commentary 
through gentle metaphorical depictions of natural scenery. On the surface it appears to be the 
depiction of a young lady's sorrowful observation of late spring sceneries in a complex mansion: 



How deep, deep is the deep courtyard lonely? 

Amidst the mists, the willows weep sorely, 

As if shielded by layers of curtains many. 

With jade harness, he rides around on carved saddle; 

High mansions block my view of the district of entertainment. 
The rains and winds are raging in late spring; 

Beyond the doors, dying sun sinks. 

Shutting the door to cover the dusk, 

/ am powerless to save spring from vanishing. 

With teary eyes / ask of the flowers, but in vain; 

Dying red petals fiy o 'er the swing again and again! 


Through the poem, Ou-Yang Xiu sends a powerful message about his pity for young women in China 
during his time who were often victims of unfulfilling marriage, and possibly criticizes the oppression 
of women in the male-dominated feudal society of ancient China. 


Born in 1991 in China, Kevin Zi-Xiao He immigrated to Canada in his mid-teen years. As a composer, 
He’s musical output is rooted in a Chinese cultural background and embodies his interests in a variety 
of musical traditions, including popular and traditional music of East Asia. Zi-Xiao He has studied with 
renowned figures such as Gary Kulesha, Norbert Palej, and Alexander Rapoport. His works have 
been showcased in international new music festivals in Asia and Europe. In July 2015, He received 
the "Composition Award" in the Zodiac Music Academy and Festival in France. Recently He has 
received U.S.A. commissions and performances such as his composition in the Kandinsky Project 
which received multiple public performances in New York City between 2016 and 2017. In August 
2016, his flute duo “Torn” was showcased in the 2016 U.S.A. National Flute Convention in San Diego. 
In his base-city Toronto, He's works have been performed by the Scarborough Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the Orchestra of the Chinese Artists Society of Toronto (CAST). Holding an Honours 
Bachelor of Arts degree with double-majoring in music and architectural design, He is currently 
pursuing his doctoral degree in composition at the University of Toronto, under the supervision of Dr. 
Christos Hatzis. www.hezixiao.com 



